Interpreting School Data Assignment Form
Please complete this form by filling in your responses to each of the questions following each of the Scenarios A-H located within the “Interpreting School Data Assignment”- worth 20 points.

Scenario A
A.1. 	So now in January 2007, what specific data would you want to get from this system to help you decide how to improve your fourth graders’ performance? What data would you want to see first? Indicate what group of students and what test score or student characteristic you would like to see for those students. 

I would be interested in getting the result for fourth graders’ on the state reading test.  

A.2. 	Would you like to make any other queries of the data system? Are there other kinds of data you would like to have to help improve this year’s fourth graders achievement that you don’t see represented in this system?
I would also like to know the grades for other test score. I would also like to filter age that I don’t see represented on the system. 

Scenario B
B.1. 	What was the mean (or average) scale score for the Latino fifth-grade girls who took the test? How easy was it to find this information in the table? 
452. Scale of 1

B.2. 	Which student group had the highest average or mean ELA scale score in Grade 4? How easy was it to find this information in the table? 
Female white. Scale of 1

B.3. 	How many African American third-grade boys took the test? How easy was it to find this information in the table? 
18. Scale of 1
B.4. 	Overall, based on the Grade 3 data in this table, would you say that there was a difference between boys and girls in ELA test performance?
Yes. 
Scenario C
C.1. Looking at this graph, can you find the average (or mean) English Language Arts scale score for the Latino fifth-grade girls who took the test? How easy was it to get this information from the chart? 
Yes. Scale of 5

C.2. 	Can you find the mean score for Asian/Pacific Islander fourth-grade boys who took the test?  How easy was it to get this information from the chart? 
Yes. Scale of 5


C.3. 	Which student group had the highest average ELA score in Grade 4?  Question: How easy was it to get this information from the chart? 
Female white. Scale of 2
C.4. 	How many African American third-grade boys took the test? How easy was it to find this information in the table? 
21. Scale of 9
 
Scenario D
D.1. 	Suppose you’re working with third-grade teachers at this school and they’re interested in examining how their students performed in terms of the language skills measured on this test. What does the data in this table indicate about whether boys and girls performed differently in the third grade?
There was a difference in their performance. The means score are different

D.2. Regarding a series of statements that people might make about different aspects of the Grade 3 data in this table, please indicate for each statement whether you agree or disagree and the reasons why. Remember to think aloud as you’re deciding on your answer. 

a.  A majority of third graders at this school have not achieved proficiency in ELA as measured by this test.
Yes. Majority of the third graders are in basic and below basic levels
b.  In Grade 3, boys were more likely than girls to score Below Basic on this assessment.
Yes. The number of boys in below basic is higher compared to that of the girls 
c. Of those students who scored Below Basic in Grade 3, most were Latino.
	 Yes. They had the highest number relative to the average number of the student in below basic 
D.3. Now let’s assume that you’re a fourth-grade teacher and these Grade 4 data are for mid-year performance on a benchmark test. If there is a particular group of fourth graders you think will be most likely to have trouble scoring basic or above on the state test at the end of the year, could you point out their data in this table? Which group would you be concerned about and what data trigger that concern? OR Why don’t you think the subgroup data in the table point to a priority need for any particular subgroup?
Yes. Latino. 8 out of 14 Females who got below basic were Latino while half (5/10) of the male who got below zero were Latino

D.4. 	Now let’s go back to the Grade 3 data. Remember that these are for last year’s third graders. If there have been no major changes in the school’s student body, teachers, or curriculum would you expect that: 

a. On the basis of last year’s test scores, girls can be expected to score higher than boys when this test is given to this year’s third graders.
Yes

b. These data suggest that next year’s third-grade Asian/PI girls will score better than other third graders on this test.
Yes

Scenario E
E.1. 	 What was Oak School’s average Total Math Score in 2003–04?
337
E.2.	 What was the difference in the district’s total math score in 2005–06 compared with 2003–04?
No difference 
Please respond to these questions about how you would interpret the data in this chart.

E.3.	Looking at the chart as a whole, what would this data tell you about fourth graders’ mathematics achievement at this school? Regarding a series of statements that people might make about the data in this graph and indicate for each one whether you agree or disagree and the reasons why. Remember to think aloud as you’re deciding on your answer. 

a. Oak School does better than the district as a whole in Grade 4 mathematics.
Disagree. District has a higher mean in total math score throughout the years

b. Oak School has made some improvement in Grade 4 mathematics over this time period.
Agree.  The mean total math scores for the last two years are better than the first year. 

c. Relative to the district as a whole, Oak School fourth graders have been getting better in their problem solving skills.
Disagree. The district has been getting better all the years

d. Relative to the district as a whole, Oak School fourth graders have been getting better in their computation skills.
Agree. Both have been getting better over the years

e. Oak School’s progress in narrowing the Grade 4 math achievement gap with the rest of the district has been in problem solving rather than computation. 
Disagree. The opposite is true

E.4.  Suppose Oak School had started using a new mathematics program at the beginning of the 2004-05 school year while the rest of the district continued with the old program. Looking at these data, what are your thoughts about the new curriculum? 
The thought might be actually true. Oak School had the best performance in the three subjects in the year 2004-05

a. The math program appeared to improve achievement the first year it was used but the benefit disappeared the next year.  

True. Only in 2004-05, was the performance high 
c. The new math program appeared to help students with their computation skills. 
Yes. Of the three subjects, computation skills had the highest score. 

d. You can’t be sure whether the program is having an effect because there may be differences between the different classes of fourth graders.
No. one can use the means score to account for the differences in scores. 

d. Scores move around from year to year, but the new math program appears promising and should be monitored for more years.
Not necessarily true. The program only seemed to worked in one year. 
E.5. Are there other issues or possible explanations that should be taken into account as well?
The district performance in all subject increased constantly over the years

SCENARIO F
F.1v1. Based on this chart, what percentage of the school’s third graders have achieved proficiency? 38%

F.1v2. Based on this chart, what percentage of the school’s third graders were less than Proficient in reading? 70%

F.2. One of your colleagues, after looking at these data says, “There’s something wrong with this chart.” Would you agree? Why or why not? Yes. The percentages do not add up to 100%

Scenario G 
G.1o. what do these data tell you about how well students are doing at your school? 
The school is performing relatively better. Almost have of the student are at proficient level
G.1. Regarding these statements, indicate whether you agree or disagree with each and why.

a. The majority of our eighth graders are proficient in eighth-grade math.
Disagree

b. Our school is not getting enough African American students to proficiency, but Latino students are meeting the required performance standard. 
Agree

c. Our school is classified as low performing based on these mathematics scores.  
Disagree 

G.2.	What actions should your school consider to avoid being labeled “low performing” in the coming year? Which of these statements do you agree with based on these data? (Explain your answer for each.) 

a. This year all eighth graders should get more intensive instruction in mathematics.
Agree. To encourage high performance

b. This year all African American students should get more intensive instruction in mathematics.
Yes. The proficiency score percentage was relatively lower compared to the student who took the test. 
b. Teachers should obtain a detailed breakdown of last year’s test results by item or content standard.
Yes. This will be more important in assessing performance 

d. Our eighth-grade mathematics program isn’t necessarily “broken,” there’s a good chance that 50% or more of African American students will meet the proficiency requirement this year.
Yes. Only one student failed to make it to the proficient score to make the result 50%
Scenario H

H.1. Do you agree with this colleague?  Why or why not? No. Average mean doesn’t mean every student was good with this task. 

H.2.What do you think would happen if you gave the same class of students another test on measurement the next day? Most of them would fail. Much practice is needed when doing any math problem

H.3. If you were the teacher, what would you do?
I would give more tests on the same topic. 
Scenario I
The memorandum should include 
I.1. identification of data trends for all students in the school and for each subgroup of students; Yes

I.2. an analysis of the data to support the implementation of professional development aimed at improving instruction in one or more areas of need; Economic disadvantage

I.3. a description and explanation of professional development and/or strategies to improve instruction in an identified area of need; and

[bookmark: _GoBack]I.4. a plan to monitor instructional improvement in the identified area of need
